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Weaving is a process of framing an empty 
space and gradually filling it with threads. 
There is something magical about the 
building of cloth, which is at the heart of 
Hannah Robson’s artistic practice.

Hannah celebrates and challenges the limits 
imposed by the loom, exploring how she 
can disrupt traditional woven construction. 
Rochester Art Gallery presents a selection of 
textile pieces, exploring the effects of light 
and shadow in two and three dimensions. 
Hannah combines weaving with techniques 
borrowed from lace making and basketry, 
using metallic threads. Interested in the 
spatial qualities of textiles, she incorporates 
sculptural elements into her fabrics to create 
technically ambitious surfaces. 

Bizarre and Curious Silks is shown in 
partnership with the Huguenot Museum, 
where Hannah will show work inspired by the 
textile heritage of the Huguenots. This new 

work incorporates the design elements and 
construction techniques from Huguenot silks, 
influenced by forms and styles of objects in 
the Museum’s collection. Hannah is inspired 
by the ‘Bizarre’ style of the early 18th century 
exemplified by master weaver James Leman. 
Bizarre silks were characterised by a freedom 
to combine strange and familiar motifs 
in contrasting scales with unusual use of 
negative space and rich colours. Alongside 
textiles woven by hand, Hannah has designed 
new jacquard-woven pieces, produced by 
David Walters Fabrics Limited, in an exciting 
collaboration. 

David Walters is a mill based in Sudbury, 
specialising in weaving beautiful and innovative 
fabrics for luxury brands. The company traces  
its roots to the early 18th century when it  
was established in Spitalfields.

Hannah Robson trained at the Royal 
College of Art. Her installation Ersilia was 
commissioned by the Crafts Council for  
Collect Open 2018, and is included in this 
exhibition. She also created new work for 
Opening Narratives, the inaugural show at 
Make Hauser & Wirth, Somerset. Hannah 
works from her studio in Leeds and is a 
Technician in the 3D Weaving Innovation 
Centre at Leeds University, developing new 
weaving technologies for a wide range of 
textile industries.  
 

New silk weave (detail)

Those who settled here wove all sorts of plain, 
fine, flowered and wrought silks…English silks 
equal if not exceed for fineness and curious 
workmanship any that are in the world.’ 

J.H. Harris, The History of Kent (1719)



Exhibition workshops 
Fri, 19 & Sat, 20 July, 10am-4pm
Two-day Lampas weaving workshop 
Huguenot Museum
Learn an ancient weaving technique favoured 
by Huguenot weavers. Join Hannah Robson 
as she guides you through creating a sample 
piece of weaving. The Lampas method is ideal 
for creating complex figuring and pattern in 
weaving.  This workshop is suitable for those 
with some weaving experience wishing to 
extend their knowledge and skills. You may be 
able to bring your own loom to this workshop, 
please ask for more details.
Price: £120 (Includes lunch) 

Sat, 27 July & Thu, 22 August, 11.45am-3pm 
Drop-in collage and weave
Huguenot Museum
Learn to weave with paper using strips of 
collaged materials inspired by Hannah’s work. 
Experiment with a range of materials to create 
your collage. With artist, Lydia Brockless,  
who has developed this workshop specially 
for the exhibition.
Price: £3 per child or free with a family day ticket

Sat, 14 September, 10.30am-12.30pm
Free drop-in lace making demonstration 
Rochester Art Gallery
Join Hannah for a demonstration of her 
contemporary lacemaking techniques and 
find out how she integrates this into her 
weaves and sculptural pieces. Join Hannah 
in the afternoon for a workshop and learn to 
create your own unique lace pieces.

Sat, 14 September, 1-4pm
Lace making workshop
Huguenot Museum
Using metal threads as well as other materials, 
begin to create your own sculptural piece 
inspired by Hannah Robson’s designs. Hannah 
will provide both basic and more complicated 
options to help you progress. All materials 
provided, no previous experience necessary.
Price: £35 (Includes refreshments) 

Workshops can be booked in person at the 
Museum or online at huguenotmuseum.org
For further details contact the Museum.

Invitation
Meet the artist Hannah Robson at the opening reception of Bizarre and Curious Silks on  
Thursday, 4 July, 6.30-8.30pm, no need to book. 
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Venue information
Both venues are situated within  
Medway’s Visitor Information Centre at  
95 High Street, Rochester, Kent ME1 1LX. 

 
 

Fully accessible with lift access to all floors

By train - just 35 minutes from London  
St Pancras, plus direct trains from other South 
London and Kent stations, the rear entrance 
to the building is located opposite the station. 

By car - From M2/A2 follow the brown tourist 
signs for Historic Rochester. 

By bus - Rochester is well served by buses. 
The nearest stops are in Corporation Street by 
Rochester Station.

G11501 05 19

Rochester Art Gallery & Craft Case
Monday - Saturday 10-5pm 
Sunday 11am-4pm
Admission: Free
Phone: 01634 338319    
Email: arts@medway.gov.uk
enjoymedway.org 

Huguenot Museum
Wednesday - Saturday 10-5pm  
(last admission 4.15pm)
Admission: Adults (£4), Concessions (£3), 
Children 5-18 years old (£1),  
Children under 5 free.  
Email: learning@huguenotmuseum.org   
01634 789347
huguenotmuseum.org
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